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You are free to take stage photos
during the curtain calls at the end of the performance.

You can take photos with your smartphone or compact digital camera.
When you share the photos on social media, please add #nhkso.
Be careful to avoid accidentally including any audience members in your photos.
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Set your device to

“flash off mode.”
Make sure that your smartphone is on
“flash off mode” before taking photos.
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Be sure to set your phone to silent mode and turn off
2 your watch alarm etc. during the performance.
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Please refrain from making any noise, such as engaging

Please refrain from entering or leaving your seat
during the performance.
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Your proper hand disinfection

o*

in private conversations or turning booklet pages.
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Do not disturb others by overly swaying your body.
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Please refrain from visiting the concert hall
if you have a fever or feel unwell.
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il Please wait until the performance has completed

before clapping hands or shouting “Bravo.”

and cough etiquette are highly appreciated.
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Video or audio recordings, and still photography at the
auditorium are strictly prohibited during the performance.
(Except at the time of the curtain calls at the end of the concert.)
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Please make sure

that your hearing aids are properly fitted.
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When shouting "Bravo,"

please be considerate of people around you.
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Symphony No. 3 d minor

v 58 (F#) O7—RYke-=—F 1 | Text: Friedrich W. Nietzsche
SROWAEF | Translation: Mariko Yamamoto

KER Z—F [ V7 IhoANT 57| BEAEBEE19% [ELER | 551281 &)
MRYERFAGT—5—1CL3, TFMMNITTRREHIRE-TND
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Vv 7 (R3%) OR3E | Text: Folk song

SROWAZEF | Translation: Mariko Yamamoto

KERF TLa—/ T LRE[CEOORBELAH | LUALLZELDMZV D] (111-79)
MR YVERART 5oL B, TFTMIT TR TD

MRYEHRED () Ev—F—r L =FkEE

v v

O Mensch! Gib Acht! ¥, AWML SLTHY!

Was spricht die tiefe Mitternacht? ROBERHIMT2EELDH?

Ich schlief! FZHR > T w72

Aus tiefem Traum bin ich erwacht! WOE» LRI 72!

Die Welt ist tief! ZOHIIER !

und tiefer, als der Tag gedacht! ZLTRDH Z2T0IZE) b !

O Mensch! Tief! B, ABI! B!

Tief ist ihr Weh! iﬁ'f:ln@bi:@ﬁ’@i]fté!

Lust tiefer noch als Herzeleid! BRI LI AINS LB

Weh spricht: Vergeh! BLAREI B2 KDL,

Doch alle Lust will Ewigkeit! 7255, HOWBPLIIARIE LTS |

will tiefe, tiefe Ewigkeit. TR BROIKE PR T2,

A% A%

Es sungen drei Engel einen siissen BANDKRMEHELBEE I 20T,
Gesang;

mit Freuden es selig in dem Himmel ZHBE s H A, BRI TRENEE
klang, 72,

sie jauchzten frohlich auch dabei, Kfirebbd7z, WLZIIBIFLI,

dass Petrus sei von Stinden frei. <RI LBRSIZDIIE,

Und als der Herr Jesus zu Tische sass, ZLTC, FAzApEFEIZO»NT,
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mit seinen zwolf Jiingern das Abendmahl
ass:

Da sprach der Herr Jesus: Was stehst du
denn hier?

Wenn ich dich anseh’, so weinest du mir!

Und sollt’ ich nicht weinen, du glitiger
Gott.

(Du sollst ja nicht weinen!)

Ich hab’ iibertreten die zehn Gebot.

Ich gehe und weine ja bitterlich.

Ach komm und erbarme dich tiber mich!

Hast du denn tibertreten die zehen Gebot,

so fall auf die Kniee und bete zu Gott!

Liebe nur Gott in alle Zeit!

So wirst du erlangen die himmlische Freud’,

die himmlische Freud’ ist eine selige Stadt

die himmlische Freud’, die kein Ende
mehr hat!

Die himmlische Freude war Petro bereit’t,

durch Jesum und Allen zur Seligkeit.
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Symphony No. 4 G Major

58 (%) OREE | Text: Folk song
SROWAZE!)F | Translation: Mariko Yamamoto

MEEF T o~/ TN LRRICELORBHEAE] L) [REICRT 71 AU DOFN V-1 (1-304)

MR VEERFEIEY—T—ICd D, TIIMATTRRERICR TS

1\Y

Wir geniessen die himmlischen Freuden,
drum tun wir das Irdische meiden.

Kein weltlich’ Getlimmel

hort man nicht im Himmel!

Lebt Alles in sanftester Ruh’!

Wir fiihren ein englisches Leben!

Sind dennoch ganz lustig daneben!

Wir tanzen und springen,

wir hiipfen und singen!

Sanct Peter im Himmel sieht zu!

Johannes das Ldmmlein auslasset,

der Metzger Herodes drauf passet!

Wir fiihren ein geduldig’s,
unschuldig’s, geduldig’s,

ein liebliches Ldmmlein zu Tod!

Sanct Lucas den Ochsen tit schlachten
ohn’ einig’s Bedenken und Achten,

der Wein kost kein Heller

im himmlischen Keller,

die Englein, die backen das Brot.

Gut’ Kriuter von allerhand Arten,

die wachsen im himmlischen Garten!
Gut’ Spargel, Fisolen

und was wir nur wollen!

Ganze Schiisseln voll sind uns bereit!
Gut’ Apfel, gut’ Birn’ und gut’ Trauben!
die Gértner, die Alles erlauben!
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Willst Rehbock, willst Hasen,
auf offener Strassen
sie laufen herbei!

Sollt ein Fasttag etwa kommen

alle Fische gleich mit Freuden
angeschwommen!

Dort lduft schon Sanct Peter

mit Netz und mit Kéder

zum himmlischen Weiher hinein.
Sanct Martha die Kochin muss sein!

Kein Musik ist ja nicht auf Erden,
die uns’rer verglichen kann werden.
Elftausend Jungfrauen

zu tanzen sich trauen!

Sanct Ursula selbst dazu lacht!
Ciécilia mit ihren Verwandten

sind treffliche Hofmusikanten!

Die englischen Stimmen
ermuntern die Sinnen!

dass Alles fiir Freuden erwacht.
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NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, TOKYO

Chief Conductor: Fabio Luisi

Music Director Emeritus: Charles Dutoit

Honorary Conductor Laureate: Herbert Blomstedt

Conductor Laureate: Vladimir Ashkenazy

Honorary Conductor: Paavo Jéarvi

Permanent Conductors: Tadaaki Otaka, Tatsuya Shimono

First Concertmaster: Sunao Goko, Kota Nagahara

Guest Concertmaster: Yosuke Kawasaki

1st Violins

Shirabe Aoki
Ayumu lizuka
O Kyoko Une
Yuki Oshika
O Ryota Kuratomi
Ko Goto
Tamaki Kobayashi
Toshihiro Takai
Taiga Tojo
Yuki Naoi
Yumiko Nakamura
Takao Furihata
Hiroyuki Matsuda
O Haruhiko Mimata
Nana Miyagawa
O Tsutomu Yamagishi
O Koichi Yokomizo

2nd Violins

© Rintaro Omiya

© Masahiro Morita
Toshiyuki Kimata
Maiko Saito

O Keiko Shimada

O Atsushi Shirai

O Akiko Tanaka
Kirara Tsuboi
Yosuke Niwa
Kazuhiko Hirano
Yoko Funaki
Kenji Matano
Ryuto Murao
Mas:
Yoshikazu Yamada

O Masamichi Yokoshima
Toshiro Yokoyama
Yuka Yoneda

ya Yazu

* Reika Shimizu
* Yui Yuhara

(O Principal, ¥x Acting Principal, O Vice Principal, [] Acting Vice Principal, # Inspector, *Intern)

Violas

© Ryo Sasaki

© Junichiro Murakami

¥t Shotaro Nakamura
Satoshi Ono
Shigetaka Obata

* Eri Kuribayashi

[J Gentaro Sakaguchi
Mayumi Taniguchi
Hiroto Tobisawa

O Hironori Nakamura
Naoyuki Matsui
Rachel Yui Mikuni

# Yuya Minorikawa

O Ryo Muramatsu

Cellos

© Rei Tsujimoto

© Ryoichi Fujimori
Hiroya Ichi
Yukinori Kobatake

O Miho Naka

O Ken’ichi Nishiyama
Shunsuke Fujimura
Koichi Fujimori
Hiroshi Miyasaka
Yuki Murai
Yusuke Yabe

O Shunsuke Yamanouchi
Masako Watanabe

Contrabasses

© Shu Yoshida

O Masanori Ichikawa
Eiji Inagawa

O Jun Okamoto
Takashi Konno

O Shinji Nishiyama
Tatsuro Honma
Yoko Yanai

Flutes

© Masayuki Kai

© Hiroaki Kanda
Maho Kajikawa

# Junji Nakamura

Trombones

© Hikaru Koga

© Mikio Nitta
Ko Tkegami
Hiroyuki Kurogane

Oboes

© Yumi Yoshimura
Shoko Ikeda
Izumi Tsuboike

* Shuhei Nakamura
Hitoshi Wakui

Clarinets

O Keilto
© Kenji Matsumoto
Takashi Yamane

Bassoons

© Hironori Ugajin
© Kazusa Mizutani
* Shusuke Ouchi
Yuki Sato
ITtaru Morita

Horns

© Hitoshi Imai
Naoki Ishiyama
Yasushi Katsumata
Hiroshi Kigawa
Yudai Shoji
Kazuko Nomiyama

Trumpets

© Kazuaki Kikumoto
© Tomoyuki Hasegawa
Tomoki Ando
Kotaro Fujii
Eiji Yamamoto

NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, TOKYO ‘ 57

Tuba

Yukihiro ITkeda

Timpani

© Toru Uematsu
© Shoichi Kubo

Percussion

Tatsuya Ishikawa
Hidemi Kuroda
Satoshi Takeshima

Harp

Risako Hayakawa

Stage Manager

Masaya Tokunaga

Librarian

Akane Oki
Hideyo Kimura




PROGRAM

Concert No.2036
NHK Hall

April
26(Sat) 6:00pm
27(Sun) 2:00pm

conductor Fabio Luisi

mezzo soprano Olesya Petrova

female chorus T()kyo Opera Singers (Junya Nakata, chorus master)
ehidrenchoruss - NHIK "T'okyo Children’s Chorus

(Noriko Kaneda, children chorus master)

concertmaster Kota Nagahara

NHKSO Europe Tour 2025
Gustav Mahler
Symphony No. 3 D Minor [100']
| Kraftig. Entschieden
Il Tempo di Menuetto. Sehr massig
Il Comodo. Scherzando. Ohne Hast
IV Sehr langsam. Misterioso. Durchaus ppp
V Lustig im Tempo und keck im Ausdruck
VI Langsam. Ruhevoll. Empfunden

- This concert will be performed with no intermission.
- All performance durations are approximate.
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Artist Profiles
Fabio Luisi, conductor

Fabio Luisi hails from Genoa. He is the Principal Conductor of the Danish

National Symphony Orchestra and the Music Director of the Dallas
Symphony Orchestra. He first conducted the NHK Symphony Orchestra
in 2001, and in September 2022 he became Chief Conductor of the
orchestra. He conducted Verdi's Requiem in the concert to celebrate his
appointment, and Mahler’s Symphonie der Tausend to commemorate
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the orchestra’s 2000th subscription concert in December 2023. These two monumental
performances have brought him great success. He has presented works of German and
Austrian composers such as Beethoven, Brahms, Bruckner and R. Strauss as well as those of
Franck and Saint-Saéns, Francophone composers, and with his conducting style full of passion
and poetic sentiment, has captured the hearts of many of audience members. In August 2024,
he led the orchestra’s Taiwanese tour, and then will also lead a European tour in May 2025,
which has been scheduled in conjunction with the Mahler Festival at The Concertgebouw,
Amsterdam, the Prague Spring Festival and the Dresdner Musikfestspiele to which the NHK
Symphony Orchestra has been invited.

He was General Music Director of the Opernhaus Zirich, Principal Conductor of the
Metropolitan Opera in New York, Principal Conductor of the Wiener Symphoniker, as well as
General Music Director of the Staatskapelle Dresden and the Sachsische Staatsoper, Artistic
Director and Principal Conductor of the MDR Sinfonieorchester Leipzig, Music Director of
the Orchestre de la Suisse Romande and Chief Conductor of the Tonkiinstler Orchester. He is
Music Director of the Festival della Valle d'Itria in Martina Franca (Apulia) and has appeared as
guest conductor with numerous renowned ensembles, including the Philadelphia Orchestra,
the Cleveland Orchestra, the Miinchener Philharmoniker, the Filarmonica della Scala, the
London Symphony Orchestra, the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, and the Saito Kinen
Orchestra, while also conducting operas at world’s major opera houses. Important recordings
include Verdi, Bellini, Schumann, Berlioz, Rachmaninov, Rimsky-Korsakov, Frank Martin, and
Franz Schmidt, the largely forgotten Austrian composer. In addition, he has recorded various
symphonic poems by Richard Strauss, and a lauded reading of Bruckner’s Symphony No. 9
with the Staatskapelle Dresden. His recordings of Wagner's Siegfried and Gétterddmmerung
with the Metropolitan Opera won Grammy awards. In May 2025, Bruckner’s Symphony No. 8 (1st
version), which is his first CD with the NHK Symphony Orchestra, will be released.

Olesya Petrova, mezzo soprano

Olesya Petrova is a Russian mezzo-soprano who sings in a powerful
and intense voice. She was born in Leningrad, and graduated from
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the St. Petersburg State Conservatory. She won 2nd prize at the 13th

Tchaikovsky International Competition (vocal, female section) in 2007, and
the 1st prize at the 2nd Paris Opera Competition in 2012. From 2007 to
2016, she was engaged as a soloist of the St. Petersburg Conservatory
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Opera and Ballet Theatre, while making her debut at the Metropolitan Opera singing the role
of Madelon in Andrea Chénier in 2014. Since 2016, as a soloist at the Mikhailovsky Theatre
in St. Petersburg, she has sung the roles of Ulrica in Un ballo in maschera, the Countess in
The Queen of Spades, and Amneris in Aida. Until now, the opera houses she has appeared
at include the Deutsche Oper Berlin, the Opernhaus Ziirich, the Staatsoper Hamburg, and
the Teatro Real in Madrid. She has been invited to the Arena di Verona Festival on a regular
basis since 2017, made her debut at the Bolshoi Theatre in 2018 singing the role of Polina in
The Queen of Spades, and at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden in 2023, with the role of
Amneris.

She is also actively appearing in concerts. With the NHK Symphony Orchestra under Fabio
Luisi, she previously sang Verdi Requiem in September 2022, Mahler’s Sinfonie der Tausend in
December 2023, and is expected to sing with the orchestra in its European tour in 2025. In her
performance in the coming subscription concert, she will surely illustrate Mahler’s world with
her nuanced, emotionally-rich singing.

Tokyo Opera Singers, female chorus

Tokyo Opera Singers was formed in 1992 by mid-career and young vocalists active in Tokyo in
response to the late Seiji Ozawa'’s request to establish a world-class chorus group in this country.
From the year of the foundation, the group has performed at the Saito Kinen Festival Matsumoto
(Presently called Seiji Ozawa Matsumoto Festival), and since 2004, consistently appeared at the Spring
Festival in Tokyo while working with visiting opera companies and orchestras, including the Wiener
Philharmoniker (under Simon Rattle and Seiji Ozawa), the Chicago Symphony Orchestra (under Riccardo
Muti), and the Bayerische Staatsoper (under Wolfgang Sawallisch). The group also enjoys high artistic
evaluation overseas, and has appeared in the Edinburgh International Festival (1999), the China
Shanghai International Arts Festival (2018), the Shanghai Symphony Orchestra Concert (2019), and
“Meet in Beijing” International Arts Festival (2020).

Since its first collaboration with the NHK Symphony Orchestra in 2009 singing in the oratorio
The Creation, it has worked with the orchestra in many occasions, including the orchestra’s year-
end Beethoven 9th concerts and the Wagner series in the Spring Festival of Tokyo since its first
year (2010). At the time of the orchestra’s concert of Faust Symphony conducted by Fabio Luisi in
December 2024, Tokyo Opera Singers’ male chorus sung magnificently.

NHK Tokyo Children’s Chorus, children chorus

NHK Tokyo Children’s Chorus (formerly known as Tokyo Broadcasting Children’s Chorus Group), formed
in March 1952 aiming to enrich NHK'’s education and children’s programs for the healthy
growth of the minds and spirits of children, performs with major Japanese orchestras and
engages in exchange projects with overseas chorus groups in addition to its appearances in
NHK'’s broadcasts. The chorus also introduces works which it has commissioned Japanese
composers to write to Japanese and overseas audiences. In 2022, it marked the 70th
anniversary of its foundation.
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The chorus has won many prizes in competitions at home and abroad, including 1st prize
in the children’s category of the Centennial of Zoltan Kodaly’s Birth Competition and the grand
prix in the competition's general category. In 2009, it worked with the NHK Symphony Orchestra
in the concert to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the marriage of the Emperor and Empress,
and the 20th anniversary of the Emperor’s enthronement. It also performs in operatic works
staged at New National Theatre, and participated in Royal Opera’s Turandot on its Japan tour in
2024. NHK Tokyo Children’s Chorus appeared in the NHK Symphony Orchestra’s subscription
concert for the first time in November 1971, singing in La damnation de Faust under Jean
Fournet. And in recent years, it sang in Tchaikovsky's ballet music The Nutcracker in December
2018, and in Mahler's Symphonie der Tausend in December 2023 with the orchestra.

[Olesya Petrova, Tokyo Opera Singers, NHK Tokyo Children’s Chorus by Junko Shibatsuji, music critic]

Program Note | Kumiko Nishi

Gustav Mahler (1860-1911)

Symphony No. 3 D Minor

The NHK Symphony Orchestra led by Fabio Luisi will soon be the first Asian orchestra to

appear at the famed Mabhler Festival held in Amsterdam’s Concertgebouw hall, performing the
composer’s Symphonies No. 3 and No. 4 (on May 11th and 12th). The Netherlands’ capital that
Mabhler affectionately called “my second music homeland,” always welcomed his performances

G202 'YdV L2 9¢

and works since he debuted there in 1903 conducting his No. 3 at the invitation of Willem
Mengelberg, then the Concertgebouw Orchestra’s Principal Conductor.

Born into a Jewish family in Kalischt, Bohemia (in the Austrian Empire), Mahler was
reputed above all, a distinguished conductor during his lifetime. The future Director of the
Vienna Court Opera (today the Vienna State Opera) and Principal Conductor of the New York
Philharmonic, he was the Hamburg State Opera’s Chief Conductor when he wrote No. 3.
The composition took place mostly in Steinbach, an area of spectacular natural beauty by the
lake Attersee in Upper Austria, during the summers of 1895 and 1896. Back in 1893, the busy
conductor had established his pattern to compose at a scenic resort during the off-concert-
season as a “summer composer.”

Cast in six movements (planned in two parts), No. 3 calls for a large orchestra, an alto solo
singer, a female chorus and a children chorus to depict all things in nature. Indeed, Mahler
bore in mind some programs for the entire work and each movement. Although these programs
were evolving and ultimately removed, they have helped both interpreters and listeners to
be prepared for the composer’s longest symphony with the last three movements performed
without break (the following titles were presumably handed to the audience at the 1902 premiere of the

whole work in Krefeld, Germany).

“A Summer’s Morning Dream”

[Part 1] (I) The extended first movement “Pan Awakes, Summer Marches In (Bacchic
Procession)” opens with a fanfare of eight horns in unison. This melody evoking the finale
of Brahms’s Symphony No. 1, will be transformed into the principle theme of the sixth

PROGRAM A NHK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, TOKYO

61|



G20¢ 'YdV 'Le B 9¢

62

movement.

[Part 2] (I =VI) The second movement “What the Flowers in the Meadow Tell Me” is a
minuet. The third movement “What the Animals in the Forest Tell Me,” a scherzo, begins
with cuckoos and then nightingales twittering. The trio (central) section’s distant signals by

a posthorn (of a mail coach) might suggest humans. The fourth movement “What Man Tells
Me” has the alto solo sing Midnight Song (“Oh man! Take heed!” ... “But all joy seeks deep, deep
eternity!”) from Friedrich Nietzsche’s Thus Spoke Zarathustra. In the fifth movement “What
the Angels Tell Me”, the children chorus imitates bells (“Bimm bamm”), while the alto solo and
the female chorus sing about the three angels in heaven rejoicing that Peter is now free from
sin thanks to the Lord Jesus. The sixth movement “What Love Tells Me” is a tranquil Adagio.
This flexible rondo on the theme given by violins at the start will conclude grandly in D major.

Kumiko Nishi

English-French-Japanese translator based in the USA. Holds a MA in musicology from the University
of Lyon Il, France and a BA from the Tokyo University of the Arts (Geidai).
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PROGRAM

Concert No.2037
Suntory Hall

May
1(Thu) 7:00pm
2 (Fri) 7:00pm

conductor Fabio Luisi | for a profile of Fabio Luisi, see p. 59

violin Akiko Suwanai
soprano Maki Mori*

concertmaster Sunao GOkO

Gustav Mahler
NHKSO Europe Tour 2025 Symphony NO. 4 G Major* [56:]

Alban Berg | Bedachtig. Nicht eilen -
Violin Concerto [27'] Il In geméchlicher Bewegung. Ohne Hast >
| Andante-Allegretto Il Ruhevoll: Poco adagio z
Il Allegro-Adagio IV Sehr behaglich 8

— intermission (20 minutes) —
- All performance durations are approximate.

Artist Profiles
Akiko Suwanai, violin

After becoming the youngest winner of the Tchaikovsky International

Competition in 1990, Akiko Suwanai has continued to make successful
performances worldwide. She learned under the tutelage of Toshiya Eto,
and studied at the Soloist Diploma Course of Toho Gakuen School of
Music, the Juilliard School, Columbia University and the Berlin University

of the Arts. In addition to her performing career, she founded the
International Music Festival NIPPON in 2012, and as its Artistic Director, has held concerts and
master classes in Tokyo, Aichi as well as in cities in northern Japan.

Her first appearance with the NHK Symphony Orchestra in its subscription concert was in
November 1991, and she performed Bruch’s Violin Concerto No. 1 under the baton of Tadaaki
Otaka. In the International Music Festival NIPPON in February 2022, she played Dutilleux’s
Nocturne for Violin and Orchestra Sur le méme accord and Brahms' Violin Concerto with the
NHK Symphony Orchestra under Otaka’s baton, which was well received.
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In the coming performance, she will perform Berg'’s Violin Concerto, which she is also to
perform in three cities in the subsequent European tour of the orchestra. Her performance with
her beloved violin, the Guarneri del Gesu ‘Charles Reade’ made in 1732 (on long-term loan from Dr.
Ryuji Ueno), which has both luster and strength, she will surely deliver a transient yet aesthetic
sound to the audience.

Maki Mori, soprano

Maki Mori is a soprano with a high and clear voice and coloratura
singing technique. She studied at Tokyo University of the Arts and its
postgraduate course, as well as in Milan and Munich, and has won top
prizes at home and abroad, including the Placido Domingo World Opera
Competition “Operalia.”

In 1998, she was the first Japanese to appear at the Washington

National Opera in the United States singing in Die Entfiihrung aus dem Serail. She has
continuously appeared at opera house in the U.S. as well as Europe, while also performing
in many opera productions in Japan, singing roles including Violetta in La Traviata, as well as
recitals and concerts nationwide. She is also popularly known for the main theme music for
NHK television's special drama titled Saka no Ue no Kumo (Clouds above the Hill).

Her first collaboration with the NHK Symphony Orchestra in its subscription concert was
in May 2000 when she appeared as soloist to sing Mozart's motette of Exsultate, Jubilate under
the baton of David Robertson. Since then, she has often appeared with the orchestra singing
Mozart Requiem and Beethoven’s Symphony No.9 Choral.

The soprano in the final movement of Mahler's Symphony No. 4 is singing of a happy life
in heaven in a light and lovely way, so it will suit her perfectly.

[Akiko Suwanai, Maki Mori by Kotaro Yamazaki, music critic]

Program Notes | Kumiko Nishi

Alban Berg (1885-1935)

Violin Concerto

Vienna remained a capital of music throughout the 19th century ever since Joseph Haydn
(1732-1809) established the First Viennese School. At the turn of the next century, the City
of Music witnessed a major shift from the late-Romanticism culminating with Gustav Mahler
(described later) to the modernistic Second Viennese School initiated by Arnold Schénberg
(1874-1951).

The Vienna-born composer Berg, one of Schonberg’s two devoted disciples alongside
Anton Webern (1883-1945), followed his teacher’s stylistic evolutions. They developed an
atonal language free from any major/minor key, before Schonberg fully established the twelve-

tone technique in 1921. The technique of treating all the twelve notes of an octave equally
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meant the dissolution of the hierarchy of the keys and notes. However, Berg adopted this novel
technique less strictly than Webern and often revealed nostalgia for tonality in his works.

Composed during a single sitting in 1935, the Violin Concerto is the last piece Berg
completed before he untimely passed away at the end of the same year. The dedication “To
the memory of an angel” refers to Manon Gropius (1916-1935), the daughter of the architect
Walter Gropius and Alma Mahler-Werfel (the widow of Mahler). Berg felt deep sorrow at the
early death by polio of Manon whom he and his wife had treated like their own child.

The first movement, portraying Manon during her life, consists of two sections (Andante
4/4 — Allegretto 6/8). Andante is opened by clarinets, a harp and the violin solo introducing the
twelve-tone row that the concerto is based on (G-Bb-D-F#-A-C-E-G#-B-C#-Eb-F). Famously
abundant in tonal elements, this row sounds Romantic at times. Light-hearted, Allegretto has a
symmetric structure (Scherzo — Triol — Trio2 — Triol — Scherzo).

The second movement, describing Manon’s mortal suffering and ascension to heaven, is
also divided into two sections (Allegro 3/4 — Adagio 4/4). To start Adagio, the violin solo calmly
quotes the chorale Es ist genug (It is Enough) from J. S. Bach’s cantata O Ewigkeit, du Donnerwort
(O Eternity, Thou Word of Thunder) BWV60, which is followed by variations on this melody.

Gustav Mahler (1860-1911)

Symphony No. 4 G Major

In 1930, the NHK Symphony Orchestra (then the New Symphony Orchestra of Tokyo) under the
baton of its founder Hidemaro Konoe made history recording Mahler’s Symphony No. 4
for the first time in the world. Worth noting in particular is that the orchestra led by its
Chief Conductor Fabio Luisi will soon perform No. 4 (and No. 3) debuting at Amsterdam’s
renowned Mahler Festival as the first Asian orchestra (see also p.61).

Mahler’s No. 2 (1894), No. 3 (1896) and No. 4 (1900) are collectively known as the
Wunderhorn (Magic Horn) Symphonies, for the three works are inextricably bound up with
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the composer’s own song series Des Knaben Wunderhorn (The Boy’s Magic Horn). Mentioning

the sisterhood of No. 3 and No. 4 is especially unavoidable, because the finale of No. 4 was
supposed to be the closing seventh movement (initially entitled “What the Child Tells Me”) of No. 3.
This salvaged movement is actually the rework of Mahler’s song for voice and orchestra “Das
himmlische Leben (Heavenly Life)”(1892) that he once included in the Wunderhorn song series.

Mahler was at the peak of his conducting career when he composed No. 4. The Jewish
musician was converted to Roman Catholicism in 1897 right before the prestigious Vienna
Court Opera appointed him Kapellmeister (later Director), posts that Mahler had long
dreamed of. From 1898 on, he would be concurrently in charge of the direction of the Vienna
Philharmonic Orchestra’s subscription concerts. Mahler a.k.a. The Summer Composer set
to work on No. 4 (starting with the above-mentioned final movement) during the 1899 summer
break at the Austrian spa town Altaussee and completed it the next summer at the Austrian
lakeside resort Maiernigg. He would keep revising it before and even after the 1901 premiere
in Munich.

Unlike the six-movement long and massive No. 3, the four-movement compact No. 4
calls for a relatively small orchestra (without tuba and trombone). The first movement, a G-major
sonata, is opened by flutes and leigh bells. These apparently naive but meaningful bells will
play a vital role at the final “Heavenly Life / What the Child Tells Me” movement where the
soprano solo sings about the joy of heaven (“We wallow in heavenly pleasures” ... “No worldly
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tumult is heard in heaven” ... “Delicious apples, delicious pears and delicious grapes! The gardeners

allow everything”... “There’s no music on earth that can compare with ours”). In this pseudoclassical
or neoclassical symphony, Mahler’s parodic spirit is the most discernible in the eerie second
movement. This scherzo in C minor lets the concertmaster play on a violin tuned a whole note
higher (A-E-B-F#) while other orchestral violins are tuned normally (G-D-A-E). This dance
macabre (dance of death) is to portray, according to Mahler’s own words, “Freud Hein (Death)
performing his fiddle.”
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Kumiko Nishi

For a profile of Kumiko Nishi, see p. 62
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PROGRAM
Concert No.2038
NHK Hall

May
30(Fri) 7:00pm
31 (Sat) 2:00pm

conductor Giedré Slekyteé
piano Mao Fujita*

concertmaster  Kota Nagahara

Franz Schubert Richard Strauss
Rosamunde, overture[10'] Symphonic Fantasy from
Die Frau ohne Schatten
Ernst von Dohnanyi (The Woman Without a Shadow) [20']
Variations on a Nursery Tune,
Op. 25* [23'] Richard Strauss
Suite from Der Rosenkavalier
— intermission (20 minutes) — (The Rose-Bearer) [22']
- All performance durations are approximate.
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Artist Profiles
Giedre Slekyte, conductor

Giedré Slekyté, who will conduct the NHK Symphony Orchestra for

the first time, was born in Vilnius, Lithuania. After studying at an art
school named after Mikalojus Ciurlionis, the composer of her native
land, she pursued further studies in conducting at institutions including

|emad esalay 1@

the University of Music and Performing Arts Graz, and the Zurich

University of the Arts, winning many prizes in international conducting
competitions. From 2016 to 2018, she served as 1st Kapellmeister at Stadttheater Klagenfurt,
and went on to assume the position of Principal Guest Conductor of the Bruckner Orchester
Linzin 2021.

She has been assigned to conduct new opera productions at the Oper Frankfurt and
the Bayerische Staatsoper, and in the 2024-25 season, she made a debut at the Wiener
Staatsoper, and has been scheduled to return to the Staatsoper Unter den Linden. Thus she
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has been quite active in the operatic field while also vigorously developing her career as a
concert conductor. Her first visit to Japan was in 2021 when she conducted Tokyo Nikikai
Opera Foundation’s Die Zauberfldte, then on her visit in 2023, she guest-conducted the
Yomiuri Nippon Symphony Orchestra. She also enjoys works of her contemporary composers
and has released CDs of works by Zibuoklé Martinaityté and Raminta Serk&nyté.

The program of the subscription concert she will conduct has a line-up of works which will
please the audience with the ingenuity of orchestration such as orchestral music based on
R. Strauss’ operas, and a masterpiece of Dohnanyi who was also a virtuoso pianist. Expectations
are high on how Slekyté, who weaves music vivaciously while sending cues in an agile and
supple manner, will present music.

[Giedre Slekyté by Nobuyasu Matsuoka, music critic]

Mao Fuijita, piano

Mao Fujita, a 26-year-old pianist born in Tokyo, won First Prize at the
prestigious Clara Haskil International Piano Competition in Switzerland
along with other prizes including the Audience Award in 2017 when he
was still at the Tokyo College of Music. He came to global attention when
he won 2nd Prize at the 16th International Tchaikovsky Competition in
2019, and since then, he has worked under the batons of the world’s
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most prominent conductors, such as Riccardo Chailly, Christoph Eschenbach, Andris Nelsons,
Charles Dutoit, and Semyon Bychkov, and with leading orchestras at home and abroad,
including the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, Gewandhausorchester Leipzig, Minchner
Philharmoniker, NHK Symphony Orchestra, Tokyo Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra, and
Yomiuri Nippon Symphony Orchestra. He has also been invited to festivals, such as the
Lucerne Festival, Verbier Festival, Edinburgh International Festival, and the BBC Proms. He
enjoys a wide repertoire ranging from the music of Mozart, which is sometimes described as
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naive exuberance, to that of Scriabin, often characterized as music of ecstasy, and he vividly
expresses works in his performances with detailed interpretation and solid technique. And
he is expected to brilliantly deliver Dohnanyi’s music, a work in which familiar themes will
opulently develop. This is his first collaboration in 4 years with the NHK Symphony Orchestra
since performing in 2021.

[Mao Fujita by Arisa lida, music facilitator]
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Program Notes | Kumiko Nishi

Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

Rosamunde, overture

Born in Vienna, Schubert led a short but astonishingly prolific life leaving us as many as
around 600 Lieder (German songs). However, it is not well known that the composer of the
breathtakingly dramatic song Der Erlkonig (The Erlking) also applied himself to writing theatrical
music (opera, Singspiel and incidental music). Worth specific mention is that Schubert as a boy

studied composition under the Italian opera master Antonio Salieri (1750-1825) who was the
Viennese Court’s music director.

1819-1820 was a period Schubert was especially enthusiastic about composing for stage,
one of the fruits being the incidental music for the three-act play Die Zauberharfe (The Magic
Harp). He wrote the music in the summer of 1820 at the request of the Theater an der Wien
where this “Zauberspiel mit Musik (magic play with music)” was staged eight times the same
year. The overture to the first act is well-accepted today as the one for Rosamunde, Fiirstin von
Zypern (Princess of Cyprus), because it was reused as so at the publication of Schubert’s incidental
music for this play.

The overture has a slow, solemn introduction in C minor. The main Allegro section in
C major is a sonata with the cheerful first theme (introduced by violins) and the calmer songful
second theme (given by woodwinds). Interestingly, the music is reminiscent of Schubert’s
Ovwerture in the Italian Style No. 1 in D major (1817), a work reflecting his craze for another
Italian opera master Gioacchino Rossini (1792-1868).

Ernst von Dohnanyi (1877-1960)

Variations on a Nursery Tune, Op. 25

The Hungarian composer Dohnanyi, four years older than his compatriot Béla Bartok (1881-
1945), was trained at the Budapest Academy founded by Franz Liszt. Dohnanyi’s “opus 1,”
the Piano Quintet in C minor written in his late teens (1895), received acclaim from Johannes
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Brahms (1833-1897) who set the stage for its premiere in Vienna. In contrast to Bartok whose
compositions were often rooted in folk music, Dohnanyi’s style follows in the wake of the
19th-century German Romanticism under the strong influence of Robert Schumann and,
above all, Brahms.

Dohnanyi also left his mark on history as one of the greatest virtuoso pianists ever. His
1898 successful appearance in LLondon as the soloist of Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No. 4 set
off the former’s long-term stardom as a concert pianist in Europe and USA. His most notable
achievements are the performances of all Beethoven’s piano works (1920) and all Mozart’s
twenty-seven piano concertos (1941).

Dohnanyi wrote the Variations on a Nursery Tune in his late thirties in 1914 during the
period when he, an excellent educator as well, taught at the Berlin Hochschule at the invitation
of the Hungarian violinist Joseph Joachim (a close friend of Brahms). Dohnanyi himself served as
the soloist of the Variations at the 1914 premiere in Berlin, fully showcasing his high musicality
both as a composer and pianist.

What Dohnéanyi inscribed on the manuscript—“For the enjoyment of friends of humor,
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to the annoyance of others”— is very suggestive. The orchestral introduction is amazingly
majestic, prior to the startlingly simple announcement of the theme (Twinkle, Twinkle, Litile

Star | Ah vous dirai-je, Maman) by the piano. Then the eleven variations and the finale come. On
occasions, Dohnanyi’s witty pen vaguely evokes styles of certain famed composers, such as
Richard Strauss (Introduction), Liszt (Variation 1), Brahms (Variation 3, Variation 10 — a passacaglia),
Johann Strauss (Variation 7 — a waltz), T'chaikovsky (Variation 8 — a march) and Debussy (Variation
11 —a chorale). Opened by some Beethovenian introductory gestures, the vivacious Finale is a
fugue over which the pianist unfolds a restless virtuosic passagework. The return of the theme
in its original form, again startlingly simple, leads to the sparkling conclusion full of humor.

Richard Strauss (1864-1949)

Symphonic Fantasy from Die Frau ohne Schatten
(The Woman Without a Shadow)

Born in Munich, Strauss was a long-lived and prolific composer. The eminent orchestrator

fully explored possibilities of musical narrativity in the genre of symphonic poem during
the early stage of his career. Then the focus of his composition shifted to the opera leaving
us fifteen works in total. The artistic partnership between him and the Austrian dramatist-
poet-librettist Hugo von Hofmannsthal (1874-1929) became history in particular from their
first collaboration Elektra (1908). It was followed by their six masterworks including after-
mentioned Der Rosenkavalier (1910) and Die Frau ohne Schatten (1917).

For the plot of Die Frau ohne Schatten, a quest for humanity and love, Strauss and
Hofmannsthal were inspired by Mozart’s The Magic Flute. In 1919, Strauss was appointed
co-director of the Vienna State Opera where Die Frau ohne Schatten was world-premiered the
same year. (Incidentally, the 1984 Japanese premiere of the opera was under the baton of Christoph von
Dohnanyi, a grandson of above-mentioned Ernst von Dohnanyi.)

The story of the opera is about the Emperor and the “shadowless” Empress, daughter
of Keikobad (King of the Spirit Realm). Here the shadow is synonymous with the ability to give
birth. Keikobad puts a curse on the newlywed couple so the Emperor would be stone unless
the Empress gets a shadow within a year. The subplot features a mortal couple going through a
marital crisis: the Dyer and his Wife. Although endowed with a shadow, the Wife swears not to
have any child. The Empress, in disguise, goes down to the human world and asks the Dyer’s
Wife to sell her the shadow, but ends up abandoning the plan for the sake of the Dyer couple.
The Empress’s self-renunciation brings about miracles: she obtains a shadow, the Dyer couple
restores a lost love and the two couples are happily reunited.

The Symphonic Fantasy for orchestra was prepared by the composer himself in his
closing years in 1946. It was partly to compensate for the infrequency of the opera being
staged due to its large scale, highly demanding vocal parts, gigantic orchestra and intricate,
symbolic plot. A sort of symphonic poem based on the opera, the Fantasy begins with one of
the important leitmotifs (recurrent melodic or/and harmonic elements representing certain characters,
situations, feelings or so): the grave, descending three-note motif representing Keikobad.
Interestingly enough, the rest of the Fantasy is mainly built of leitmotifs linked to the Dyer
and his Wife presumably modeled on Strauss’s own wife Pauline. Furtheremore, the Fantasy
reaches its climax with the Dyer couple’s lyrical love duet Mir anvertraut (Entrusted to me) from
the final act of the opera.
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Richard Strauss

Suite from Der Rosenkavalier (The Rose-Bearer)

The opera Der Rosenkavalier was a turning point in Strauss’ stylistic transition. As opposed

to the grisly, almost atonal predecessor Elektra, Der Rosenkavalier was viewed as a Mozartian
comedy by the composer and his librettist Hofmannsthal. This, so to say, “Marriage of Figaro
wearing late-Romantic clothes” incited contemporary critics to accuse Strauss of stylistically
regressing, while its 1911 premiere was an unexampled success among the audience.

The opera is set in 18th-century Vienna. The title refers to an imaginary noble custom for
a suitor to send a messenger with a silver rose to the bride-to-be. The center of the bittersweet
story is Marschallin, a marshal’s wife, having an affair with the teenage Count Octavian. He,
by recommendation of his mistress, becomes a Rose Cavalier for Baron Ochs and presents the
rose to beautiful young Sophie. Octavian and Sophie fall in love with each other at first sight.
Marschallin, heartbroken, has the grace to accept reality.

The orchestral suite performed today is the one prepared anonymously in the mid-
1940s and authorized by Strauss. Without any break, it appears to be a symphonic poem
freely treating some highlights and waltzes from the original. The suite starts with a famous
lovemaking part from the opera with the youthful ascending theme of Octavian (horns) and
the refined descending theme of Marschallin (strings) entangled. Later we hear the recurring
glittering motif of the silver rose played mainly by flutes, harps and celesta.

G202 AVIN “LE R 08

Kumiko Nishi

For a profile of Kumiko Nishi, see p. 62
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The Subscription Concerts Program 2024-25

NHK Hall
Sat. 6:00pm (doors open at 5:00pm)
Sun. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm)

Suntory Hall NHK Hall
Thu. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Fri. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:00pm)

Fri. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm)

Sat. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm)

Daniel Lozakovich, violin

All performers and programs are subject to change or cancellation depending on the circumstances.
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2025 GoncertNoy 2036 The Program Scheduled to be Performed in NHKSO Europe Tour 2025 Ordinary Youth
April Mahler Symphony No. 3 D Minor ilzggg i;xggg
O 5 26 (sat) 6:00pm B10000 B5,000
27 (Sun) 200pm  Fabio Luisi, conductor gzggg gg’ggg
~ Program A of the May Olesya Petrova, mezzo soprano y y
subscription concerts will . E4500 E2,000
be held in April. Tokyo Opera Singers, female chorus
NHK Hall NHK Tokyo Children Chorus, children chorus
ConcertNo. 2037 |JBll The Program Scheduled to be Performed in NHKSO Europe Tour 2025 Ordinary Youth
May Berg Violin Concerto i}iggg 22’883
1 (Thu) 7:00pm Mahler Symphony No. 4 G Major* B &0'00 341000
2 (Fri) 7:00pm Fabio Luisi, conductor 82288 32328
Suntory Hall Akiko Suwanai, violin  Maki Mori, soprano* —
TITTEREE] Schubert Rosamunde, overture Ordinary Youth
May Dohnanyi Variations on a Nursery Tune, Op. 25* $10,000 § 5,000
30 (Fri) 700pm R. Strauss Symphonic Fantasy from Die Frau ohne Schatten nggg ’;‘;’?gg
*00pi (The Woman without a Shadow) C5400 C2550
31 (sat) 200pm g strauss Suite from Der Rosenkavalier (The Rose-Bearer) 54300 D1500
Giedre Slekyté, conductor E2,200 E 1,000
NHK Hall Mao Fujita, piano*
2025 ConcertNoy| 2039 Rimsky-Korsakov May Night, opera—Overture Ordinary  Youth
June Rakhmaninov Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini, Op. 43* $10,000 $ 5,000
" ) o A8500  A4,000
06 7 (Sat) 6:00pm Tchaikovsky Symphony No. 6 B Minor Op. 74, Pathétique B6500 53100
8 (Sun) 2:00pm C5400 C2550
Vladimir Fedoseyev, conductor Egggg E}'zgg
NHK Hall Yulianna Avdeeva, piano* —_—
Ibert Flute Concerto Ordinary Youth
June Bruckner Symphony No. 6 A Major i}s’ggg igvggg
12 (Thu) 7:00pm B8000 54,000
13 (Fri) 7:00pm C6500 C3,250
Juanjo Mena, conductor D5500 D2750
Suntory Hall Karl-Heinz Schiitz, flute
TIITEXE] Korngold Violin Concerto D Major Op. 35 Ordinary Youth
June Mahler Symphony No. 1 D Major, Titan §$10,000 § 5,000
A8500  A4,000
20 (Fri) 7:00pm B 6500 B 3,100
21 (sat) 2:00pm ) C5400 C2,560
Tarmo Peltokoski, conductor D4,300 D1,500
NHK Hall E2200 E 1,000
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The Subscription Concerts Program 2025-26

Youth

Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 5 E-flat Major Op. 73, Emperor Ordinary

Concert No. 2042

2025

September Franz Schmidt Symphony No. 4 C Major $11,000 S 5500

A9,500  A4,500

O 9 13 (Sat) 6:00pm B7,600 B3,500
14 (Sun) 2:00pm C6,000 C2800

Fabio Luisi, conductor D5,000 D1,800

NHK Hall Yefim Bronfman, piano E 3,000 E 1,400

Takemitsu Three Film Scores Ordinary Youth
ioli i $ 12,000 S 6,000
September Beethoven Violin Concerto D Major Op. 61 A10000 AB000

Mendelssohn Symphony No. 4 A Major Op. 90, /talienische (ltalian)

18 (Thu) 7:00pm
19 (Fri) 7:00pm Fabio Luisi, conductor
Suntory Hall Maria Duefias, violin

B 8,000 B 4,000
C6,500 C3,250
D5,500 D2,750

Mahler Des Knaben Wunderhorn (The Boy's Magic Horn) Ordinary Youth
—Rheinlegendchen (Little Rhine Legend)*, $10,000 S 5,000
Sept_em ber Wo die schénen Trompeten blasen (Where the Fair Trumpets Sound)*, A8500 A4,000
26 (Fri) 7:00pm Das irdische Leben (Earthly Life)*, Das himmlische Leben (B: 6,500 g3'1 00
27 (sat) 2:00pm (Heavenly Life)*, Urlicht (Primeval Light)* Di"s‘gg nggg
Sibelius Four Legends, symphonic poem Op. 22 E 2:200 E 1:000
Ryan Bancroft, conductor
NHK Hall Thomas Hampson, baritone*
2025 Stravinsky Symphony of Psalms Ordinary Youth
October Mendelssohn Symphony No. 2 B-Flat Major Op. 52, $16,000 S 7,000

A 12,500 A6,000
B 10,000 B 5,000
C8,000 C4,000
D6,500 D3,000
E 4,500 E 2,000

y Lobgesang (Hymn of Praise)*
18 (Sat) 6:00pM  Herpert Blomstedt, conductor

19 (Sun) 200pm  Christina Landshamer, soprano*
Marie Henriette Reinhold, mezzo soprano* Tilman Lichdi, tenor*
NHK Hall Swedish Radio Choir, chorus

Grieg Aus Holbergs Zeit, suite Op. 40 (Holberg Suite) Ordinary Youth

Nielsen Flute Concerto $12,000 §6,000
October A10,000 A5,000

9 (Thu) 7:00pm Sibelius Symphony No. 5 E-flat Major Op. 82 B8000 B 4000
10 700pm Bes00" DossD
Herbert Blomstedt, conductor —
Suntory Hall Sébastian Jacot, flute
Brahms Piano Concerto No. 2 B-flat Major Op. 83 Ordinary Youth
Brahms Symphony No. 3 F Major Op. 90 S 13,000 S 6500
October vmphony jor=p A11,000 A5,200
24 (Fri) 7:00pm B8500 B 4,000
25 (sat) 2:00pm C7,000 C3,500
Herbert Blomstedt, conductor ggg% 212"7)38
NHK Hall Leif Ove Andsnes, piano —
Messiaen Trois petites liturgies de la Présence Divine Ordinary Youth
November (Three Little Liturgies of the Divine Presence)* $ 13,000 S6,500
: A11,000 A5,200
8 (sat) 6:00pm Holst The Planets, suite Op. 32 BEE00 54000
9 (Sun) 2:00pm Charles Dutoit, conductor g;‘g% ggggg
Yu Kosuge, piano* Motoko Oya, ondes martenot* E3500 E 1700
NHK Hall Tokyo Opera Singers, female chorus —
Schumann Manfred, incidental music Op. 115—Overture Ordinary Youth
November Mozart Piano Concerto No. 25 C Major K. 503 $12,000 S 6,000

R. Strauss Ein Heldenleben, symphonic poem Op. 40 (A Hero’s Life) A10000 A5000

20 (Thu) 7:00pm B 8,000 B 4,000
21 (Fri) 7:00pm gg’ggg gg's:g
Rafael Payare, conductor S
Suntory Hall Emanuel Ax, piano
Ordinary Youth
November Ravel Pavane pour une Infante défunte (Pavane for a Dead Princess) i 1?%2 igvggg
14 (Fri) 700pm Ravel Le toml;eau de Qouperin, suite .(The Grave oi Couperin) B &5'00 5 4:000
15 (sat) 200pm Ravel Daphnis et Chloé, ballet (Daphnis and Chloe) C7.000 C3500
Charles Dutoit, conductor D5,600 D2,000
NHK Hall Nikikai Chorus Group, chorus* E3500 E1700
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NHK Hall Suntory Hall NHK Hall
A Sat. 6:00pm (doors open at 5:00pm) Thu. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Fri. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:00pm)
Sun. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm) Fri. 7:00pm (doors open at 6:20pm) Sat. 2:00pm (doors open at 1:00pm)
2025 Shostakovich Violin Concerto No. 1 A Minor Op. 77 Ordinary Youth
November Zemlinsky Die Seejungfrau, fantasy (The Mermaid) $ 11,000 $5,500
A9500 A4,500
1 2 29 (sat) 6:00pm B7,600 B 3500
30 (Sun) 2:00pm C6,000 C2,800
Program A of the December D5000 D1,800
subscription concerts will be L E 3,000 E 1,400
held in November. Fabio Luisi, conductor —_——
NHK Hall Leonidas Kavakos, violin
ConcertNo:| 2052 Fujikura Ocean Breaker for Orchestra—in memoriam Pierre Boulez (2025) Ordinary Youth
December [Commission Work for NHK Symphony Orchestra / World Premiere] S 12,000 S 6,000
) Franck Variations symphoniques for Piano and Orchestra (Symphonic Variations)* A 10,000 A5,000
4 (Thu) 7:00pm Saint-Saéns Symphony No. 3 C Minor Op. 78, Symphonie avec orgue B8000 B4,000
5 (Fri) 7:00pm (Organ Symphony) gg'ggg g:g:g
Suntory Hall Fabio Luisi, conductor Tom Borrow, piano* ' i
TIIETE  Chopin Piano Concerto No. 1 E Minor Op. 11 or No. 2 F Minor Op. 21 Ordinary Youth
December Nielsen Symphony No. 4 Op. 29, The Inextinguishable i;‘éggo iivggg
12 (Fri) 7:00pm B 7,600 B3,500
p!
) €6,000 C2,800
13 (sat) 2:00pm Fabio Luisi, conductor D5,000 D1,800
NHK Hall The Winner of the 19th International Chopin Piano Competition, piano E 3,000 E 1,400
TRl Mahler Symphony No. 6 A Minor, Tragische (Tragic) Ordinary Youth
2026 9 it
Janua $ 11,000 S 5500
1 ry A9500 A4,500
17 (sat) 6:00pm B7,600 B 3,500
18 s z00pm saow Gasw-
NHK Hall Tugan Sokhiev, conductor
CNTH™ETA  Mussorgsky / Shostakovich Khovanshchina, opera Ordinary Youth
Janua —Dawn over the Moscow River, prelude S 12,000 S 6,000
4 Shostakovich Piano Concerto No. 2 F Maj A10,000 A5,000
y . jor Op. 102
29 (Thu) 7:00pm Prokofiev Symphony No. 5 B-flat Maior Op. 100 B8,000 B 4,000
301(Fri) 7:00pm rokofiev Symphony No. 5 B-flat Major Op. C6500 C3.250
Tugan Sokhiev, conductor D550 D2750
Suntory Hall Kanon Matsuda, piano
TITITELREE  Debussy Prélude a Iaprés-midi d'un faune (Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun) ©Ordinary Youth
January Dutilleux Cello Concerto, Tout un monde lointain... (A Whole Distant World...) S 11,000 S 5,500
23 (Fi) 700 Rimsky-Korsakov The Tale of Tsar Saltan, suite Op. 57 A9500 A4500
M) 700PM - stravinsky The Firebird, ballet suite (1919 edition) B7,600 B3500
24 (Sat) 2:00pm C6,000 C2,800
Tugan Sokhiev, conductor Eg'ggg g}ﬁgg
NHK Hall Michiaki Ueno, cello —
2026 Schumann Symphony No. 3 E-flat Major Op. 97, Rheinische (Rhenish) Ordinary Youth
Wagner Goétterddmmerung, opera—Siegfrieds Rheinfahrt, S 10,000 S 5,000
Febr!
ebruary Siegfrieds Tod und Trauermarsch, Briinnhildes Schlussgesang: A8500 A4,000
7 (Sat) 6:00pm Starke Scheite schichtet mir dort* B6,500 B 3,100
8 (Sun) 2'00pm (Twilight of the Gods— Siegfried’s Rhine Journey, C5,400 C2,550
) Siegfried’s Funeral March, Briinnhilde's Immolation) D4,300 D1,500
Philippe Jordan, conductor E2200 E1000
NHK Hall Tamara Wilson, soprano*
ConeertNo:| 2059 Dvorak Violin Concerto A Minor Op. 563 Ordinary Youth
February Brahms Serenade No. 1 D Major Op. 11 ili’ggg igvggg
19 (Thu) 7:00pm B8000 B 4000
20 (Fri) 7:00pm ) C6,500  C3,250
Jakub Hrus$a, conductor D5500 D2,750
Suntory Hall Josef Spaéek, violin
Concert No. 2058 NHKSO 100th Anniversary: Japanese Composers Series Ordinary Youth
February Kodaly Variations on a Hungarian Folksong The Peacock 510000 85000
13 (Fri) 7:00pm Hummel Trumpet Concerto E Major 86500 B3100
Mussorgsky / Konoe Pictures at an Exhibition, suite y ]
14 (sat) 2:00pm C5400 C2550
Gergely Madaras, conductor D4,300 D1,500
NHK Hall Kazuaki Kikumoto (Principal Trumpet, NHKSO), trumpet E 2,200 E 1,000
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2026 TR Haydn Cello Concerto No. 1 C Major Hob. Viib-1 Ordinary Youth
April Bruckner Symphony No. 9 D Minor $11,000 S 5500
A9,500  A4,500
04 11 (Sat) 6:00pm B7,600 B 3,500
S ; C6,000 C2,800
12 (8un) 2:00pm L D5,000 D1,800
Fabio Luisi, conductor £3000 E1400
NHK Hall Jan Vogler, cello _——
TIAIERI  Mozart Clarinet Concerto A Major K. 622 Ordinary Youth
i Mahler Symphony No. 5 C-sharp Minor $12,000 S 6,000
April v v A10,000 A5000
16 (Thu) 7:00pm B8000_ B 4,000
N 7+ C6,500  C3,250
17 (Fri) 700pm o Luisi, conductor D5500 D2750
Suntory Hall Kenji Matsumoto (Principal Clarinet, NHKSO), clarinet
ConcertNos 2062 NHKSO 100th Anniversary: Japanese Composers Series Ordinary Youth
Apri| Toyama Divertimento for Orchestra $10000 §5,000
N ) . A8500 A4,000
24 (Fri) 7:00pm Prokofiev Piano Concerto No. 3 C Major Op. 26 B6500 B3100
25 (sat) 2:00pm Ifukube Ballata Sinfonica (Symphonic Ballad) C5400 C2,550
: Britten Peter Grimes, opera—Four Sea Interludes Op. 33a D4,300 D1,500
E2200 E 1,000
NHK Hall Tatsuya Shimono, conductor Kyohei Sorita, piano e —
2026 BRIl Brahms Double Concerto for Violin and Cello, A Minor Op. 102 Ordinary Youth
May Brahms / Schénberg Piano Quartet No. 1 G Minor Op. 25 $10,000 S 5,000
A8500 A4,000
O 5 23 (sat) 6:00pm B6,500 B 3,100
24 (Sun) 200pm  Michael Sanderling, conductor % %
Christian Tetzlaff, violin E2,200 E 1,000
NHK Hall Tanja Tetzlaff, cello
Concert No. 2063 NHKSO 100th Anniversary: Japanese Composers Series Ordinary ﬂ
May Kazuo Yamada Also sang ein Jiingling, small symphonic poem i}gggg igggg
14 (Thu) 7:00pm (Thus Sang a Young Man) 8,000 B4000
15 (Fri) 7:00pm Hartmann Concerto funebre (Funereal Concerto)* C6500 C3.250
0! Sugata Symphonic Overture Op. 6 D5500 D2,750
Hindemith Mathis der Maler, symphony (Matthias the Painter)
Suntory Hall Kazuki Yamada, conductor Suyoen Kim, violin*
A Vasks Commission Work for NHK Symphony Orchestra [Japan Premiere] ~ Ordinary Youth
Ma Shostakovich Symphony No. 4 C Minor Op. 43 $10,000 S 5,000
y A8500 A4,000
29 (Fri) 7:00pm B6500 B3,100
30 s 2009m csion camn
E2,200 E 1,000
NHK Hall Andris Poga, conductor
BTl Wagner Die Meistersinger von Nirnberg—Vorspiel Ordinary Youth
2026 5500
(The Mastersingers of Nuremberg—Prelude) $11,000 S5,500
June
06 13 (Sat) 6:00pm Mozart Piano Concerto No. 17 G Major K. 453 Q?Zgg ::ggg
0! Bartok Concerto for Orchestra C6000 C2800
14 (Sun) 2:00pm 2O e
Jaap van Zweden, conductor D5,000 D1,800
NHK Hall Conrad Tao, piano E3000 E1,400
TSI Honegger Pastorale d'été, symphonic poem (Summer Pastoral) Ordinary  Youth
June Berlioz Les nuits d’été, songs Op. 7 (Summer Nights) $12,000 S 6,000
4 (Thu) 7:00pm Iber Escales (Ports of Call) g;%ggo gi'ggg
5 (Fri) 7:60pm Debussy La mer, three symphonic sketches (The Sea) C6500 C3.250
Stéphane Denéve, conductor D5500 D2750
Suntory Hall Gaélle Arquez, mezzo soprano
AR  Sibelius Andante festivo Ordinary Youth
June Sibelius Violin Concerto D Minor Op. 47 $10,000 § 5,000
19 (Fri) 7:00pm Rakhmaninov Symphony No. 3 A Minor Op. 44 gz':gg :g?gg
20 s2) 2005m Coioo csn
Tadaaki Otaka, conductor EéTOO m
NHK Hall HIMARI, violin -
All performers and programs are subject to change or cancellation depending on the circumstances.
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Overseas Tours

Europe Tour 2025 | Conductor: Fabio Luisi (Chief Conductor of NHKSO)

Program A Mabhler / Symphony No. 3 D Minor Olesya Petrova, mezzo soprano
Women of the National Radio Choir, female chorus
National Children's Choir, children chorus

Program B Mahler / Des Knaben Wunderhorn (The Boy's Magic Horn)—Wo ~ Matthias Goerne, baritone*
die schénen Trompeten blasen (Where the Fair Trumpets Sound)*, Ying Fang, soprano**
Das irdische Leben (Earthly Life)*, Urlicht (Primeval Light)*,
Revelge (Reveille)*, Der Tamboursg'sell (The Drummer Boy)*
Mabhler / Symphony No. 4 G Major**

Program C Grieg / Piano Concerto A Minor Op. 16 Rudolf Buchbinder, piano
Mahler / Symphony No. 4 G Major* Ying Fang, soprano
Program D Takemitsu / Three Film Scores for String Orchestra Akiko Suwanai, violin

Berg / Violin Concerto
Brahms / Symphony No. 4 E Minor Op. 98

Program E Haydn / Cello Concerto No. 1 C Major Hob. VIlb-1 JanVogler,cello
Mabhler / Symphony No. 4 G Major* Ying Fang, soprano
2025 5/9 Fri8:00pm | Antwerp, Belgium Queen Elisabeth Hall [Program C]

5/11 Sun 8:15pm | Amsterdam, Netherlands  The Concertgebouw, Main Hall [Program A]
Mahler Festival 2025

5/12 Mon 8:15pm | Amsterdam, Netherlands  The Concertgebouw, Main Hall [Program B]
Mahler Festival 2025

5/14 Wed 7:30pm | Vienna, Austria Wiener Konzerthaus, Grofler Saal [Program C]

5/15 Thu 8:00pm | Prague, Czech Rudolfinum, Dvofak Hall [Program D]
Prague Spring Festival 2025

5/17 Sat 7:30pm | Dresden, Germany Frauenkirchen [Program D]
Dresdner Musikfestspiele

5/18 Sun 6:00pm | Dresden, Germany Kulturpalast Dresden, Konzertsaal [Program E]
Dresdner Musikfestspiele

5/20 Tue 7:30pm | Innsbruck, Austria Congress Innsbruck, Saal Tirol [Program D]

( Agency for Cultural Affairs, Government of Japan

Supported by: Kj’ (—ﬁ: Japan Arts Council
"y s

swowoct: ANAMS  Iwatani AISIN  JREAST 4 Wrsuesw  MIZWHO

AISIN CORPORATION Mizuho Bank
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Gondai / Strings between Time and. Eternity for Violin and Orchestra Op. 193, (zozaiv[The 72ndiOtaka Award Work]
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Widmann / Danse macabre for Orchestra (2022) Japan Premiere]
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Widmann / Towards Paradise (Labyrinth Vi) for Trumpet and Orchestra (2021) [Japan Premiere]
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